Timeline of James Henry Willcox

DATE
EVENT
AGE

10 Nov 1855
James Henry Willcox born in North Ogden, Weber, Utah
0

1856
Brigham Young sent JHO back to Pleasant Grove.  Stayed for 4 years.
1

5 Mar 1860
Brigham Young sent JHO to Mt. Pleasant.

"On March 5th, Henry Wilcox, with his wife, Mary, and family, who were among the pioneers driven from Hambleton in 1853, arrived in Mount Pleasant.  This was the only family who pioneered Hambleton, to settle later in Mount Pleasant."

Mount Pleasant, c. 1939, Mt. Pleasant Pioneer Historical Association, compiled by Hilda Madsen Longsdorf, p. 64.
4

1868 - 1875
"My father went to school and learnt to read and wirte.  When he grew up to be a man he went to Coalvill Utah and worked in the coal mines for a while and then he went to big cotonwood canion and halled and cut logs for a while their.  My Father had been gon several years and he went back home on a visit to see his parents and brothers and sisters.  This was in 1876.  My father visited his father and mother for a while and then he went to work hurding sheep for the Seeleys.  The Seeleys had leased the Sanpete Coop heard and my father took a job hearding the sheep."

"This is a little History of My Fathers and Mothers life", written by Edgar Wilcox, January 20, 1960.
-

1875
"As a teenager he went to work for Orange Seely, herding sheep and cattle."

"James H. Wilcox was one of the first settlers in Castle Valley.  He first came here in 1875 at the age of 20, along with Orange Seely and others, who brought 1400 head of sheep and 1500 head of cattle and "wintered" them along Cottonwood Creek.

"He was herding in the Joes Valley area in 1875 when the decision was made to "winter" their livestock in Castle Valley; so he and Joseph Burnett and others trailed the first herds of sheep and cattle down Cottonwood Canyon.  When he wasn't required to be with the livestock, he helped Aaron Oman, John S. Jorgensen, J. W. Seely and others build a road so they could bring their two covered wagons down the canyon."

History of James Henry Wilcox by Montell Seely
20

22 Aug 1877
Brigham Young sends for the settlement of Castle Valley.

"In 1877, at age 22, he repeated this same challenge, when he and the Orange Seely group came to establish a settlement on Cottonwood Creek."

History of James Henry Wilcox by Montell Seely
22

1879?
"In 1879 he staked his claim on 160 acres of land immediately east of Castle Dale (north of the sewer lagoons), and built a one-room log cabin."

History of James Henry Wilcox by Montell Seely
24

27 Oct 1880
Marriage to Harriet Ann Day in Mt. Pleasant, by Bishop William Seely.

"On October 27, 1880, he and Harriet Ann Day were married in Mt. Pleasant, by Bishop William Seely.  They came to Castle Dale and set up housekeeping in the log cabin.  Several years later James built a large 2-story brick house across the street.  These structures are still standing and are now owned by Mont Cox."

History of James Henry Wilcox by Montell Seely
25

30 Jun 1881
Sealed to Harriet Ann Day at the Endowment House in SLC, Utah.


21 Oct 1881
First child born James Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


25 Oct 1881
First child dies James Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


11 Oct 1882
Second child born Harriet Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


15 Feb 1885
Third child born Ephraim Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


9 Sep 1887
Fourth child born George Eli Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


12 Oct 1888
Fourth child dies George Eli Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


6 Aug 1889
Acquires land patent of 160 acres:

Aliquot Parts S½SE,   Section 34, Township 18-S, Range 8-E, Fractional Section - No, Meridian Salt Lake, State UT, County Emery 

Aliquot Parts S½SW,  Section 35, Township 18-S, Range 8-E, Fractional Section - No, Meridian Salt Lake, State UT, County Emery 

Bureau of Land Management Serial #UTUTAA 018408


8 May 1890
Fifth child born Henry Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


15 Jun 1892
Sixth child born Edgar Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


13 Oct 1894
Seventh child born William Hazard Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


23 Apr 1897
Eighth child born Quintin Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


1897
"James was called on a mission to Indiana in 1897, and he served for 2 1/2 years.  Harriet and her young family were left to fend for themselves.  James had rented the farm to Sam and Chris Larsen; Harriet did not have the responsibility of the farm."

History of James Henry Wilcox by Montell Seely


28 Jan 1901
Ninth and Tenth children Pearl and Ruby Wilcox born in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.  Pearl dies on day of birth.


1 Feb 1901
Ruby dies in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.


29 Sep 1902
Wife Harriet dies giving childbirth to eleventh child Annie Wilcox in Castle Dale, Emery, Utah.  She was buried in the Castle Dale cemetery.


7 Apr 1904
Marriage and sealed to Elizabeth Ellis Staker Day (Sister-in-law) in SLC, Utah, who was a widow with 3 children.


21 Nov 1909
Father JHO dies in Mt. Pleasant.


1915
"James and J. W. Seely signed a note with a mutual friend so the friend could borrow some money to build a new house and buy a herd of sheep.  In 1915 the friend went broke, and the bank foreclosed.  Mr. Seely had to sell his flourmill to pay off his part of the note, and James had to sell his farm and most of his livestock to clear his part.  It was a common practice in those days for men to sign with each other.  Taking out bankruptcy was unthinkable, so James paid off every cent of his obligation.  He controlled his thoughts so he would not harbor any ill feelings.  He loaded all that he had remaining into a wagon, said goodbye to Castle Dale, and moved to La Sal, where he and his son Edgar started over.  Once more he built up a successful farming operation."

History of James Henry Wilcox by Montell Seely


1933
"In 1933, at the age of 78, he sold out to the LaSal Livestock Company and moved to Moab where he and Edgar lived."

History of James Henry Wilcox by Montell Seely
78

23 Nov 1939
"On November 23, 1939, he went to visit a daughter living in Kenilworth.  While there, on November 25, at the age of 84, he passed away.  He was buried in Castle Dale beside his wife."

History of James Henry Wilcox by Montell Seely
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