Mary Young

    Mary Young Wilcox was born 6 June 1831 in Whitby, Ontario, Canada, a daughter of James R. (Ross?) and Elizabeth Seely Young. She was the second child in a family of nine children: John, born 21 April 1829; Mary, born 6 June 1831;Anna, born 27 August 1832; Sarah (Sal), born 8 October 1834; Elizabeth (Betsy), born 29 March 1837; the foregoing were all born in Whitby; Hannah, born 10 May 1842, in Madison, Lee, Iowa. Three children died young: Mehitable, born 28 November 1839; Martha, born 9 January 1845; both born in Iowa; and Ephraim, born 13 March 1847 at Florence, Douglas, Nebraska.

    Mary's parents and grandparents joined the Mormon Church in 1837. In 1838, they migrated to Missouri. They were driven out and went "down the river" and spent the winter. In the spring, 1839, they went "up the river" into Iowa, about 8 miles south of Burlington. Mary crossed Iowa with her parents in 1846. She remembered seeing the temple "shining like glittering gold." The trek through Iowa was exarduous. The soil was very muddy and, sometimes, they had to build corduroy roads to cross swampy ground.

    Near the Nebraska border, the U.S. government recruited members of the Church to enlist as soldiers in the Mormon Battalion. Mary related stories of the sad parting of widowed mothers with, sometimes, an only son; wives parting from their husbands, or sweethearts separated; a scene of which only those who witnessed it could realize the sadness.

    Mary recalled their suffering from lack of food, clothing and warmth during the ensuing winter. In the spring of 1847, she left with her family in the John Taylor/Edward Hunter/Jacob Foutz/John Lowry's Company, on the pioneer trek westward. At just 16 years of age, she drove a supply wagon with three yoke of oxen which she yoked and unyoked morning and evening. She is said to have had a special skill in working with oxen.

Mary wore a blue denim dress, a sunbonnet, and a pair of high boots; she drove the oxen while walking beside them. The boots soon wore out, and she went barefoot.

    The company in which the Youngs traveled arrived in the SL Valley 29 September 1847.

    Mary went with her father to City Creek Cato cut logs for their cabin in South Fort. She made the adobes for the chimney. They moved into their cabin just before Christmas. Mary recalled, "No king could be happier than we were when we reached the valley and built our first log cabin." In Salt Lake Valley, John Taylor gave Mary a blessing, in which he commended her work in crossing the plains. He promised, "You shall have a nation of your posterity. You shall be blessed and live as long as life is desirable to you." On 14 March 1848, Mary was married to John Henry Owen (JHO) Wilcox by William Stewart Seely, who later became first bishop of Mr. Pleasant Ward, Utah. JHO had joined the Mormon Church at nine years of age, with his widowed mother, Sarah Seelay Wilcox, and at least two sisters in Marion County, Missouri. They had been persecuted and driven into Iowa, Illinois and back into Missouri.

    When land was divided among the settlers, the young couple '"drew" a lot in the Sugarhouse area, which they cleared, plowed and planted. They built a brush "shanty." That year, crickets devoured the new wheat, and the young couple returned to Old Fort to live with JHO's mother. After harvest time, Mary went every day to glean wheat in the northern area, which had escaped destruction by crickets. Before leaving home, she ate a handful of rose leaves and drank a glass of milk.

    JHO "grubbed" oak and sagebrush for a peck of corn a day. In Red Butte Canyon he cut a load of poles, which he traded for 40# of wheat. In 1849, his yield was 70 bushels. From four seed potatoes, which had cost .25 each, they harvested a peck of potatoes, which was kept for seed, and their yield the next season was 30 bushels.

    Their first child, Hazard Wilcox, was born 15 February 1849, After the new mother had gathered strength from rest, she was fed only a small piece of cornbread and a drink made from browned bran.

    The Wilcox family, among many others, was tempted to go to California to "pan" for gold in 1849; however, they heeded Brigham Young's counsel to stay in the SL Valley and, in Mary's words, "We were blessed because we were never that hungry again."

    In 1850, they were called to go to Manti (Sanpete), where Elizabeth was born 13 July 1851. They moved to Hambleton (Mt. Pleasant) where JHO worked in a sawmill on Pleasant Creek. On 19 July 1853, while he was a lone at the sawmill, JHO saw Indians lurking nearby. After the third "prompting" to return home, he left hurriedly. The Indians drove off the livestock, and they burned the sawmill, logs, and lumber. The family was left destitute. Years later, Mrs. Fred G. Taylor asked Mary how she felt when she learned of the Indian raid. Mary replied, "My dear, we both knelt down and thanked the Lord that my husband's life was saved."

    They moved back to Ft. Manti, where their daughter, Sarah, was born 1 August 1853.

    Their next move was to Pleasant Grove, and then to North Ogden for a time, where a son, James Henry, was born 10 November 1855.

They returned to Pleasant Grove, where a son, John Carlos, was born 13 March 1858. JHO hauled a load of straw from Pleasant Grove to Camp Floyd and received $20.

    In 1860, after having been on the move, or driven, from place to place for many years, JHO and Mary built their first permanent home, a one-room log cabin one block west of Main Street on the banks of North Creek in Mt. Pleasant. It was replaced years later with a two-story adobe home. They were the proud possessors of twenty acres of land located 3 miles north of town. He built a home and furniture for themselves and others. Mary and JHO were the only original settlers who returned to Hambleton.

    Six additional children were born to them in Mt. Pleasant: Mary Mehitable, born 8 November 1860; Clarissa Jane, born 20 March 1863; Sabra Ellen, born 6 October 1865; Hannah Emeline, born 13 April 1868; Martha Anna, born 23 July 1871; and Justus Azel, born I August 1874.

    From the sheep they raised, the pioneer women carded and spun the wool and then hand-stitched the garments with hand-ravelled thread. Shoes were made from tops of old, worn-out shoes and boots. Some made moccasins of rawhide, and some went barefoot--even to meetings. From buckskin, Mary made a pair of moccasins. She would carry them with her stockings to within a block of the church, and then put them on her feet. After the meeting, she would take off the moccasins and walk home barefoot.

    The women made shirts for men from old wagon covers. Their caps and headwear were made from cloth left from dresses. Summer hats were made from straw. Men who had coats when they came across the plains had to go without for a long time after the coats were worn to shreds. Wearing apparel was very scarce.

Food was also scarce. Oftentimes, all JHO took for his noon meal was a pinch of salt to season the greens or segos he would find and cook. After a few years, seed for sugar cane was obtained and planted; juice was extracted and boiled down to molasses (sorghum); and pioneers enjoyed the first affordable sweets. For a long time, they had no soap to wash clothes. Only after the size of their herds increased they had some fat animals did they have lard or tallow for soap and candles. The wicks were spun from cotton grown in St. George. They made cotton cloth from five pound bundles of bulk cotton.

George Hurst visited Grandma Wilcox in February 1916. She showed him a lovely quilt she had made, saying, "1 am 85 years old, and I won't put down my needle to anyone in the State of Utah." (She was known for her quilts, and she made rag dolls. Alene B. Stewart of Layton has one quilt Mary made for her daughter, Sarah.)

    George accompanied her to an "Old Folks' Party." As they were leaving the building, Grandma Wilcox said, "Now, I'm going to show you the kind of stock you've come from." In George's words: "And that old soul went hoppity skip down those 12 or 15 steps." She said, "That's the kind of stuff in you!"

    She was tall and had brown, wavy hair when young. Her speech was exacting, but mild, with keen articulation. She moved with grace and dignity.

A special tribute to this courageous lady, written by Loftner Bjarnarson, was printed in the Deseret News:

    She is a figure from the past, the last of a lite band of sturdy pioneers.... Her wrinkled brow and sunken cheeks bear evidence of years of toil and struggle.... She always had a glad word for all. Her manner is dignified and majestic.  

  Though not aware of it, she has the air of royalty.... She has been a true daughter of God, an emblem of devotion to right, religion, and a leader in the cause of human brotherhood....

    Though Grandma Wilcox never learned to read or write, her life was one of action. She did her part in laying the foundation of our great commonwealth.... Her faith in God and her fellowman [was] unshaken by trials and hardships she endured.

    It is known that Mary was a midwife and delivered more than three hundred babies.

    We learn from Mrs. Fred G. Taylor that Mary had a firm testimony that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God. Mary said, "It was a wonderful blessing to live in the time of the Prophet Joseph. The Saints felt the greatness of the Prophet, and when he said, 'Thus saith the Lord,' they could not doubt his words and knew that he had had revelation from his Heavenly Father."

    "Come, Come Ye Saints" was Mary's favorite hymn.

    Mary and JHO celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in March 1908, with nine of their eleven children present. Elizabeth Hurst was living in Mexico; and their son, Justus Azel, lived in Canada.

    JHO was active in his later years. He passed away 21 November 1909; he was almost 86. His obituary stated that he was a member of the Nauvoo Legion; that he heard the Prophet Joseph Smith's last sermon and was present when the mantle fell on Brigham Young; and that he was a faithful member of the Church.

    Mary was the oldest member of a living six-generation family: Mary Young Wilcox; Daughter, Elizabeth Wilcox Hurst; Alice Luella Hurst Nielson; Kate Alice Nielson Guymon; Alice Lovern Guymon Thayne; and Bonnie Gertrude Thayne.

    Just three weeks before her 98th birthday, Mary passed away May 16, 1929. At that time, her posterity numbered nearly six hundred. There are, or have been, in this family outstanding men and women in almost every occupant profession, including artists, and they have filled numerous church positions from patriarchs and stake presidents, a mission presidents, to numerous teachers.

    The author sees the influence of JHO and Mary Young Wilcox on their posterity. I am grateful for their lives and glad that I could pay my respects and honor to them in this manner. I know there is much more that should be told. by Ruby Hurst Morgan, 1988
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