James Henry Wilcox

By Montell Seely

James H. Wilcox was one of the first settlers in Castle Valley.  He first came here in 1875 at the age of 20, along with Orange Seely and others, who brought 1400 head of sheep and 1500 head of cattle and "wintered" them along Cottonwood Creek.  Again in 1877 he came with Orange and some of the same men who came to colonize Castle Valley.


James was born November 10, 1855, in North Ogden, Utah, to John Henry Owen Wilcox and Mary Young.


When James H. was 4 years old his father moved his young family to Mt. Pleasant, and there James grew to manhood.  As a teenager he went to work for Orange Seely, herding sheep and cattle.  He was herding in the Joes Valley area in 1875 when the decision was made to "winter" their livestock in Castle Valley; so he and Joseph Burnett and others trailed the first herds of sheep and cattle down Cottonwood Canyon.  When he wasn't required to be with the livestock, he helped Aaron Oman, John S. Jorgensen, J.W. Seely and other s build a road so they could bring their two covered wagons down the canyon.


In 1877, at age 22, he repeated this same challenge, when he and the Orange Seely group came to establish a settlement on Cottonwood Creek.  In 1879 he staked his claim on 160 acres of land immediately east of Castle Dale (north of the sewer lagoons), and built a one-room log cabin.


On October 27, 1880, he and Harriet Ann Day were married in Mt. Pleasant, by Bishop William Seely.  They came to Castle Dale and set up housekeeping in the log cabin. Several years later James built a large 2-story brick house across the street.  These structures are still standing and are now owned by Mont Cox. 
Harriet Ann was born in Mt. Pleasant on December 27, 1863, and she was seventeen when she came to Castle Dale as James' bride.


James was called on a mission to Indiana in 1897, and he served for 2 1/2 years.  Harriet and her young family were left to fend for themselves.  James had rented the farm to Sam and Chris Larsen; Harriet did not have the responsibility of the farm.


On September 29, 1902, Harried died in childbirth.  She was buried in the Castle Dale cemetery.  Her death was a heavy blow to James, but he faced that trial and carried on.


Two years later, on September 7, 1904, he married Ellis Staker Day, who was a widow with 3 children.


James was a hard worker and became one of the area's prosperous farmers.  It was common for him and his boys to put up 200 ton of loose hay, along with many tons of grain in a season.  They milked a small bunch of cows and fed out 15 or 20 pigs each year.  He would salt and smoke most of the pork meat, and then at Christmas time, take his team and wagon and a load of the meat and distribute it to the widows and others needing a helping hand.


James and J.W. Seely signed a note with a mutual friend so the friend could borrow some money to build a new house and buy a herd of sheep.  In 1915 the friend went broke, and the bank foreclosed.  Mr. Seely had to sell his flour mill to pay off his art of the note, and James had to sell his farm and most of his livestock to clear his part.  It was a common practice in those days for men to sign with each other.  Taking out bankruptcy was unthinkable, so James paid off every cent of his obligation.  He controlled his thoughts so he would not harbor any ill feelings.  He loaded all that he had remaining into a wagon, said goodbye to Castle Dale, and moved to LaSal, where he and his son Edgar started over.  Once more he built up a successful farming operation.  In 1933, at the age of 78, he sold out to the LaSal Livestock Company and moved to Moab where he and Edgar lived.


On November 23, 1939, he went to visit a daughter living in Kenilworth.  While there, on November 25, at the age of 84, he passed away.  He was buried in Castle Dale beside his wife.


He and Harriet were parents of 11 children, and he and Ellis had 3 children besides the 3 she already had.  His descendants are many, and they are filling their place in the service of mankind in the far reaches of this nation.
